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NATSUKI HOKAMI 


I’ve been fortunate to receive many gifts lately. 
This experience has been refreshing for me, as 
each gift has exceeded my expectations. I’m not 
exaggerating when I say I feel as if my world is 
expanding—and what fun that is! 


‘Thank you, everyone. 


The karinto is delicious! 


Natsuki Hokami first wrote a one-volume 
version of Hell Warden Higuma titled Higuma no Te 
(Higuma’s Hands) in 2017. It was later adapted 
into Hell Warden Higuma and published in Weekly 
Shonen Jump in 2018. 
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PARENTAL ADVISORY 
HELL WARDEN HIGUMA is rated T for Teen 
and is recommended for ages 13 and up 

for fantasy violence. 
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A Hell Cauldron. With a touch of 


( USA KAGARITE ] its flame, it can instantly t 


location or anywhere within eyesight. 
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CHAPTER 8: KITSUNE, PART2 


% ee THE MEGUR/ 
. SCOUTS 
ALL RIGHT. SHOULD BE 
TLL ENLIST | boo SENDING THE 
THEM TO FIND | . ' KITSUNE’S 
THE KITSUNE. : \ RECORDS 
stu! a as TO YOU 
SOON. 






THAT MEANS 
IM ON 
STANDBY 
UNTIL THEY 
PO 



















YOURE 
GOING TO 
BE LATE. 


ay N 





IF IT’S 
NOT ONE 
THING, IT’S | 
ANOTHER. 


SLEEPING 


Loa fh 













































































LATELY I FEEL LIKE EVERY- 
THING'S BEEN GOING MY WAy/ 































































































WHEN I GET 
HOME, MY 
WONDERFUL 
MOM WILL 
BE WAITING 


ANOTHER 
ONE 19 
ON THE 

WAY NEXT 
MONTH. 


















HIGUMA, 
WHERE 
ARE 

YOU? 





hele] 
Pel) | 


Bing 



























THE 
LESSONS 
ARE SLOWLY 
STARTING 
TO GET 
INTERESTING. 


MUCH FUN 
WORKING ON 
THE SCHOOL 
NEWSPAPER. 











READ 
THE NEXT 
PASSAGE 
FOR THE 
CLASS. 


















HES 
REALLY 
LATE. 






I WONDER 
IF HE'S NOT 
COMING TO 
SCHOOL 








HOW MANY 
TIMES ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO BE 
LATE THIS 
SEMESTER 
BEFORE 
YOU'RE 
SATISFIEDF/ 


- IM SURE 
YOU HAVE 


AN EXCUSE. ft 
WELL, OUT / 


WITH IT/ 














\ WHAT 
_\ KIND OF 


|) NONSENSE \ 


IS THAT! 





KAGARITE/ 















































Tasthere 








L wel o——g aes y all 
. NK. \ gpNG- 
ama Ni ne 


=) anviet 
SET AN ALARM 


INSTEAD, HE 
GETS ALL 
SULKY WITH 
ME... 





—~ 
= 














HOW MANY 
TIMES ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO MAKE 
ME ASK YOU 
THAT EVERY 
YEAR BEFORE 
"RE 


YOUR: 
SATISFIED?! 


I HAVE THIS 
PET THAT CAN 
TELEPORT ME 
TO PLACES IN 

AN INSTANT. 





= HE'S 


SUPPOSED 
TO WAKE 
ME UF, BUT 
SOMETIMES 
HE OVER- 

SLEEPS. 






DON’T 
RUIN YOUR 
EVALUATION 

OVER 
SOMETHING 

AS TRIVIAL AS 
TARDINESS/ 


THEYRE NOT 
BAD EITHER. 


WELL, AS 
LONG AS 
YOU UNDER~- 









































LEIa Ober, 
i wll ( TLL BE 
“NH |] MORE 
y if CAREFUL 
Z FROM NOW 
| ON. 








*SION: STAFF ROOM 






















































































GRANDMA 
LEAVES 
EARLY IN THE 
MORNING 


TOO. 6 
I 
PACKED A 
LUNCH FOR 
YOU. 


NOW GO 
AND HAVE 
YOUR 
LUNCH. 3 





! THAT WAS 
PART OF IT, 


I HEARD 
YOU'RE 
TRACKING A 
REALLY NASTY 
ONE THIS 





{ WERE 
SUPER LATE 
AY. 


BY THE TIME 
I WOKE UR I 


H WAS ALREADY 


GOING TO 
BE LATE, 50 
I DID SOME 

READING. 













EVERY TIME 
THE MONSTER 

























MANIFESTS, 
TEN SETS OF YOKAI ATTACKS 
MOTHERS AND OF THAT NATURE 
CHILDREN END HAVE BEEN 
UP DEAD. REPORTED IN 
VARIOUS TIMES 


AND PLACES. 






50 (ee 
WE'LL WANT 
10 DO = 
SOMETHING K\ ’ 
ABOUT THAT 


CURRENTLY 
SEARCHING 
FOR THEM. 


NEED A HAND 
CAPTURING THE 
KITSUNE, YOU 
CAN CALL ON 
>\ THE KITSUNE. 
aa" 











NAIRI-NO- 
KOTETSU-— 
IRON FOX. 
THEY'VE BEEN 
IN HELL 

























































+ = YO, 
| THIS ISN'T A LUNCH LADY! 
_ iil RESTAURANT. ILL TAKE AN 
| Je GET IT EGG-STUFFED 
YOURSELF CURRY BUN/ 
OH! OH, AND MILK/ 























































































































THEY 
POSSESSES —= 
MOTHERS —— 
AND FORCE = 
THEM TO KILL 
THEIR OWN 
KIDS. 


THEY 
DESPISE 
CHILDREN. 





MINUS ONE 
POINT OF 
HAPPINESS. 


I GUESS 
TLL HAVE TO 
SETILE WITH 
A CROQUETTE 

SANDWICH 

INSTEAD... 


BUT I’M 
REALLY 
EXCITED 
ABOUT IT 
TOO. 


HER DUE 
DATE IS 
NEXT 
MONTH, 
RIGHT? 


y 


LABEL: 
SANDWICH ZOO YEN 


THEY'RE 
OUT OF 
OMELET 
SAND- 
WICHES... 





HEY, AKANE, 

I NOTICED 
YOU'VE BEEN 
BUYING YOUR 
LUNCHES HERE 

LIKE EVERY 
DAY NOW. HOW 


* 














I JUST FELT 
LIKE TAKING 






HIGUMA! 
ARE YOU 


ACTUALLY SURE?! 


 peaypes, | MORE OF A 
BOY | CROQUETTE 
eno" \ GUY MYSELF. 























YOU 
ALREADY 
ARE ONE. 





TLL PRAY 










FOR YOUR 
FAMILY I JUST 
AT OUR HOPE I’/LL 





TEMPLE. SHE'LL 
BE YOUR 
SECOND 
YOUNGER 
SISTER? 







A PRAYER 
FOR SAFE 
CHILDBIRTH! 


THAT'S A 
SACRED F YEAH, BUT ISN’T 
VESSEL. YOUR TEMPLE 
ITOLD YOU, / DEVOTED TOA 
IT CAN HANDLE STATUE OF THE 


BLESSINGS GREAT KING 
JUST FINE. 














WHEN SHE'S 
BORN. 























We 
COULD VE 
TALKED 
MORE, IF 
ONLY I WAS 
BRAVE... 














I DON'T GET 
WHAT YOU 
THINK IS SO. 
NICE ABOUT 
A SPACEY, 
FORGETTABLE 
BOY LIKE HIM. 


SERIOUSLY... 









LAUGHING 
MATTER. 





















GREETINGS, 
HIGUMA. 


I HAVE 
INFORMA- 
TION ON 
KOTETSU. 




































THEIR 














EVIDENCE MOST RECENT 
INDICATES VICTIMS SINCE 
MANIFESTING 
ane A FEW DAYS 
IN THE AGO WERE 
VICINITY OF THE NISHIKIZO 


FAMILY. 
FUCHIMI. 





*CONTACT NAME: 
ITOM| MEGURI 












wlTS 
USUALLY 
BECAUSE 
THEYRE 
TARGETING 
THE HELL 
WARDEN. 














































BUT I 

















DON'T 
YES. 
heey ITS MOST 
UNUSUAL. 





FUGITIVE 


APPROACH 
A HELL 
WARDENS 
BASE. 


THERE'S 
A STRONG 
CHANCE 
THEY'VE TAKEN 


OF SOMEONE 
NEAR YOU. 


WOMEN WHO 

MATCH THEIR 

PARTICULAR 
PREFERENCES? 





POSSESSION |F 





























THIS ONE IF 
UNLIKELY TO 
ATTACK YOU 
HEAD-ON, 
OUT IN THE 
OPEN. WHICH 
MEANS... 









































: nA 
LATELY I FEEL LIKE EVERYTHING'S 

























































































BEEN GOING MY WAy/ 
S=SSS— =¥ PSS 
aS AT HOME, 
= | ILL FIND MY 
Bp a ES WONDERFUL 
ore — 7a MOM... 
ISTE... = 
































=< \ 






SA" nie "YYLBA LZ 








































WHAT... 


WHAT 
KIND OF | 
THOUGHT 

WAS 
THAT? 





GO ON 
AND Leave AKANE! 






TO 
HURRY WITHOUT 
AND A MEETING 
SEE MY TODAY. 





FAMILY. 


























pe ~ HE WELL, IT'S 
Aey,| Heuw ony, Y) >_{}I NOTHING 
ron AKIBA... = Sahl! REALLY, 
' | BUT... 
L J HEY! |= aN : 
| Nig ARE YO 
acy = “file i RUNNING? 
























































NO, I JUST 

NEEDED TO AKANE? 
TALK TO SHE WENT 

HER ABOUT HOME 

SOMETHING. ALREADY. 


|| THANKS! IS 
WELL, SOMETHING 
WRONG? | 











































































































OUTSIDE MY 
FAMILY, THE 
ONLY OTHER 
GIRLS I 
KNOW ARE AT 
SCHOOL. 









































FUGITIVE 
SPIRITS 
WON'T 
POSSESS 


60 IF ITS BUNREISHA. 


NOT AYAHA, 
THEN... 




























































































Pa 



















































































































































































NUMBER | 
ONE! \. 


























I'VE BEEN 
WAITING, 
HELL 
WARDEN. 


S 


aie A LAN XE: 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ms. TOCHINO 


THIS 

15 MS. 
TOCHINO, 
HIGUMA'S 

HOME- 

ROOM 
TEACHER. 


BEEN HIF 
HOMEROOM 
TEACHER ALL 














WHAT IS IT, 
KAGARITE? 
IF YOU HAVEN'T 
NOTICED, 
YOU'RE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 


WS a (se REALLY 
COMPLETELY BAD, AND I'VE 
FINE TO MEL GOT THIS OILY 
} \ SWEAT THAT 
IF YOU'RE y Cie ' 
GOING TO 
FAKE BEING J < 
SICK, YOU rf NURSE'S 
COULD AT 


\) LEAST TRY TO 
) LOOK LIKE IT/ 


ae 
Je YOU WERE 
SHOULD'VE eae Wf 7! BESIDES, 
UST SNUCK Clase = 
OUT YOU'RE 
- 


GOING 
WY Qs RIT NOWHERE! 
| SHES ean) yw KAGA- 
ACTUALLY SO a) 
QUITE CY a 


POPULAR \§ ~ 
WITH THE a 
STUDENTS 
BECAUSE ITS 
FUN TO SET 
HER OFF. 


THE END 


I 
GUESS THE 
NOODLES 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN BAD. 





“T WST : |. ae 
HOPE Wi x “YEAH.” “SHELL 
1 * ya Gee BE YOUR 
rh eee KO > A SECOND 
SISTER.” : Wat YOUNGER 
: / ny SISTER?” 


\ 
CHAPTER 9: 
KITSUNE, 
PART 3 


THE TIMES 
MAY CHANGE, 
BUT THE 
PEOPLE 
REMAIN 
DISGUSTING! 
THE PARENTS, 
THE SISTERS, 
THE FAMILIES— 
ALL OF ‘EM! 








Kill: [ cuternc | Se Ly 











AND WAILING ae Is 
AND MAKING JAN. _ 
: A FUSS... Ay a), g 
... OVER THE as 7h 
» BIRTHS AND Z ee ; 
DEATHS OF ——. fr 
v\ BACHMEASLY Fo 
BABY! = 




























































DON’T YOU ° 
THINK THAT 
TOO, HELL 
WARDEN? 


































youre \ya 
KOTETSU? [& 





































































GIVE THE 
GIRL HER 
BODY 

BACK. 






IT TOOK ME 

A WHILE TO 
DOMINATE THIS 
ONE'S BODY. 






I/M SIMPLY 
GOING BACK 


CAN YOU 
| IMAGINE 
| WHAT THIS 
FACE WILL 
LOOK LIKE - 
| WHEN SHE \ 
CRIES... 


BELLY AND \eas 
THE BRAT 
INSIDE? 





NEVER 
LET YOU 
DO THAT! 





AYAHA, 
ARE YOU 
LISTENING? 





























) YOU'RE 
GONNA STOP 
SOME PAPER 


y 


HIGUMA IS 
FIGHTING A 
HIGH SCHOOL 


WHY ISN'T 
ZA STRONGER 
A ZAP! 


erie 
AN ARM OR 
DEG OF 


ME, RIGHT? 
SOMETHING! 


So 
zt 
= 

<e 





i SSS 
mat 6~EXORCISE THE ONCE 
FUGITIVE SPIRIT, PB UNLEASHED, 
HE NEEDS TO ZAIJU ARE 
MAKE CONTACT f POWERED BY 
USING A : LIFE FORCE. 


WEAKER 


THEY’LL 
HARM THE 
LIVING AND 
THE DEAD 

JUST THE 
SAME. 


BUT IT HIGUMA MUST 
LOOKS LIKE BE PLANNING 
THAT WON'T » ON RESTRAINING 

BE SO K THE KITSUNE 

4 WITH NUMBER 
11 BEFORE 

GIVING THEM 
THE BOOT. 


50 LONG 
AS WE CAN 
COORDINATE 
OUR 
ATTACKG... 


























SF CAN'T, 
< A Siane. 71 


LOOK LIKE 
YOU'RE 
THE HAVING A 
PROBLEM WITH HARD TIME. 
YOU MORTALS 
IS THAT YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
PROTECTING 
TOO MANY 

THINGS. 



















AND NONE 
MORE 
SO THAN 
MORTAL 
HELL 
WARDENS / 
“HAND: ELEVEN 


























































































































































































































SSS SS "ENJOY a oe 
————— YOUR- ees DS 


NOT US +> — SELF” = SS = S77 
SPIRITS!( A ff a 


= a5 SS ZS z 
ah aes 



























































































































































































































































NO MORTAL 
CAN POSSIBLY 
STAND A CHANCE 
AGAINST 
THOSE OF US 
UNSHACKLED 
FROM THE RULES 
OF MAN! 

yo 


WE CAN LIVE 
HOWEVER WE 
WANT TO LIVE 
WITH NO CARE ped 
FOR NOTIONS *) 
OF GOOD 
OR EVIL. 


AND THATS 

WHAT MADE 
YOU INTO} 
A CHLD 
KILLER? 








} 


Z ee 2 
SS sHOup= | 

Zi vor & 

A 


YOU'RE 
NOT FREE 


TIRED OF\ 
ACTING 
LIKE A 
CHILDS 


EVER SINCE MY 
LITTLE SISTER 
WAS BORN, MY 
MOM ANP DAD 
GIVE HER ALL 
THE ATTENTION... 













ALL YOU'VE 
DONE |S 
ABANDON 
YOUR 
RESPON- 
SIBILITIES. 





EVERYONE 
JTSTRUGGLES WITH 
ie CONFLICT 






BUT IT’S BY 
FACING THAT 












YOU 








LACK THE STRUGGLE 
PERSEVER- THAT THEY 
saoine.  aNeE» an GROW INTO 
A NORMAL BETTER 
YOU'VE PEOPLE. 
LIFE LIKE DONE ] 
EVERYONE 1S RUN . A 
AWAY. 













YOU SAY 
























YOU KILL ois He, 
CHILDREN 
BECAUSE Co ee 
YOU HATE LOOKING TO 






CREATE AN 
OPENING TO 
EVICT ME 
FROM MY 
HOSTP 


THEM? 


| | 





wy YOU'RE \ 
RNY THE REAL | 
PS CHILD 
2 HERE. 












IL STRIP THE 
FLESH FROM 
YOUR BONES, 
MASH IT INTO 











- Te BOT A PASTE, AND 
“ giksclig EAT IT FOR 
Bos ota AGAINST DINNER! 


wo) FUGITIVE 
: SPIRITS LIKE 
THIS... 






COLD-BLOOVED PRINCIPLE. 


seen V) 





SKULKING 
AROUND. 





up L, 


a! 


#X SHIELDED 
THEM WITH % 
HIS. ZAIIU/ 


y 
AN 























LENIENT.” 


Q 
& 
Wy 
ry 
g 


a YJ, 
mn g Gf 


>= 













yl, <li 

y \% we % Vf. w "FE YOU 2 

> SPIRITS"...” fT . ZB COME FACE- Re WORK. « 
UY Y 
Ont 


CRIES OF ANGUISH. 


ii N 


HOW CAN I 
EVER REPAY 
YOU FOR 
SHARING 
YOUR 


€ |Z 
WA e 


[S HOW 
yousay \ youmust { VIRTUOUS! 
I LACK HAVE GROWN ov J How 
PERSEVER- UP AROUND I] NoBLe! 
PEOPLE WITH J 
PD PROPER 
) VALUES. 


























| AND 

' “ YOULL 
oe = REALIZE 
SPIRITS— | : 
PERHAPS . 
WITHOUT | 

EXCEPTION... | 
...OR EVEN 7 v 


A GIRL, 
»\\ AN ADULT, : 
ueee OR ANY- : 
BODY... 


LIKE =k 
«| V7, YOU... 2 












































wi AS . " 
X NV \ nr 4 a) Ww ‘ 
_ , c ) 
ii | P ; 
\ BOY... 
.- WILL a : 
(| EVER ere 
J) UNDER- | 
/ STAND MY | 
PAIN! ; 
NO 3 
CHILD... 
ARE 
PITIFUL. 
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i Zz “F YOURE =— 
== GOING TO — 
= "KILL ME 55 kw 
= AND SPARE a == = CHILD... ——— 
== HER!” —— KILL ME 
= : a INSTEAD!” 
ay i 
| | [) Aare 
A a\\ DEFEND THEIR 
| | KIDS EVEN AT | 
| THE COST OF | — ah A 
I THEIR OWN Daa 
: LIVES. jy Py 
f Wi ¢ a 
AND TY aye 
THEY EVEN | 
THINK THAT | 
RIDICULOUS | 
IDEA IS THE \ } HUMAN \ 
NATURAL Ms PARENTS \ 
ie quel AA) oe O° ) 
Neil YN DERANGED. 
fy ALL 
Ul! ; 
Y TAT Theat Lg THEY CARE 
| lal:° ABOUT 
= IS THEIR : 
| _ LAT NS= CHILDREN. = \ y 
I ad — ty 
Alb urn 1 
CHILDREN Liye 7 Pee ipso 
aa DISGUSTING! 
ARE THE pant, \\\ AND YET 1 CAN'T 
BEST ale ALL OF = UNDERSTAND 
PART OF THEM SAY HOW SOMEONE 
THEIR Be klZg THE SAME g CON THINK 
LIVES. my THING... LIKE THAT. 


BN 
>~>AYG > 
HIaQye 

we > 

=> MANY 

WOME Z 
fsus 

w 2 > 
<ZEO 





ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT 
YOUR OWN 
EXPERIENCE? 





A po you |= a 


























REALLY || pmCsS a vk 
THINK THAT ais / I 1 
matters \| da Trea) | 
2 aes A Og) tHeom.. (A i A 
a INES ~ ~ 4 
Wy y WG 
WHAT ARE |S (/ / aS HN 
YOU CRYING [= we M/A 
ABOUT? AE (> \ / H 
DO YOU ——=F ( Niue 
HAVE ANY = 2A re Prans 
IDEA WHAT — a eo Sh ~ 
YOUVE =o VO NO NN 
DONE?! i 1g =F LN eae 
















HOW MUCH 
DEVASTATION 
YOUVE CAUSED 
TO FAMILIES 
WITH THOSE 
HANDS? 









































































































































































































| i} ) IH 
ott \ 7] 
di . / 
\ TL CT. yy 
ey lt I TRIED Paes 
. IT MUST 
iv a I REALLY OEY cintGp © FORTHE Why 
AFTER { TRIED. : HAPPINESS PARENTS...A4 
ALL, THAT'S 5 : APPINES: 
WHAT CODDLING W 
EVERYONE (4 | “ THEIR iayA 
A OWYSA U4 I SACRIFICED IN NSY BRATS. < 
MOTHER 3 myBLoop, EX \' |}. ; 
MUST Do! \W sweat AND. \S=—||* Zp Se 
TEARS—AND ‘y 
TIME AND th 
MONEY. Kort 
HAD NO | 
AND WHEN 
I FINALLY 
COULDNT TAKE 
IT ANY LONGER, 
I CUT MYSELF 
LOOSE. 
PH EVERYONE 
aIMPEY = POINTED 
BEING THEIR 
INCAPABLE FINGERS 
\ \ =A OF LOVING TS AND THREW 
Wy MY CHILD... STONES AT 
\ \ ME. 
J i 
\ <b) ae 
~ ZB i : ; “ 
( j FAILURE 
OFA 
MQTHER 
‘SN DOESNT 
COULD MAKE . DESERVE 
TO LIVE,” ~ 
LIVING IN SS THE Va © 
REALM SUCH @A'7N Sh AL CAM : : 
HELL! j Lo 
A. é 










WHEN I SEE 
SOMEONE 
HAPPILY 
\ HOLDING 
THEIR CHILD, 
fT FEEL x 
NOTHING BUT (, /\ Me 
HATRED. Ae 























MO oma WHO 







DECIDES 
WHAT I) Sov now wars 
ELSE oe NATURALP 


SHOULD PERSEVER- 














ANCE? 
SS SS 






wl COULD'VE 
DREDGED UP, 












OF 
UNCON | 
DITIONAL 


) LOVE... 


N 
R\ 
\ 


SS 


Zi 


BB 


= Drea 








YOUR SIN 

WAS TO 

TRY TO 
OTHERS THAT 


WHICH YOU 


WERE 
YOU ABLE 
TO GET 
WHAT YOU 
WANTED? 








































































































































ena DESTROY 
“TOR FAMILIES 
FOR 
YOU. 





























HAPPIER 
THAN ME... 
BUT 
WATT. 































































































THIS IS 
THE END, 
NAIR/-NO- 
KOTETSU. 





















































"THAT |S 






WO MATTER 
J 4 HOW 
_” REPULSIVE 
THE SINNER 
“ STILL_THINK 
AND FEEL.” 


Ve - Me : 

NUT LE 1 MN vOURy 
-THINK YOU". - : "YOU IN YOUR:6: 
‘ALREADY Ra PEARCH FOR POSITION. 

_ KNOW. THAT ANY AVENUE 
TO FORGIVE ey 


THEN... 
“WHAT 


CANT DO. ABOUT 


ANYTHING... ITP” 
ABOUT IT". 


THAT PART 


yOUR. BODY 





“HIGUMA.” “ASSUMING "THAT'S 
YOUVE DECIDED WHAT /T 

TO REMAIN MEANS FOR 

RESOLUTE...” YOU TO DO 

YOUR JOB.” 




































BUT... TIMES 












EVERY- HE GETS HE'S BEEN 
THING THIS WAY SITTING LIKE 

eNEAN wa avenn PTE =) THAT FOR A 
EVEN THAT DIDN'T ZaMe Tide JOB. iz WHILE NOW... 






GIRL MADE |T? 
IT THROUGH 
UNHARMED... 


AND HE’LL —~ 
BE BACK 10 - 
NORMAL. 


A \ 









I WISH I 
COULD DO 
SOMETHING 

FOR HIM... 





I FOUND YOU 
SLEEPING 


SIDE OF THE § 
ROAD... 


DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
ANYTHING 
rag 








HE'S MORE HE'S... 
TROUBLED . CHANGED. 
THAN HE S 
LETS ON. 


HE USED 
TO BE 
SIMPLER. 





























BUT I THINK I 

WAS HAVING A 

REALLY SCARY 
DREAM... 









or “WELL, I 
GUESS TLL 
BE GOING 
HOME NOW, 
“\ MUROMACHI. 














SWY HI TO 
YOUR SISTER 
AND YOUR 
MOM AND 
THE BABY 
FOR ME. 













ER...BUT 
MAYBE I I-I'D 
Dip?! NEVER! § 


















YOU 
PROBABLY 
SHOULDN'T 

TAKE ANY 

MORE NAPS 

HERE. 














OH, 


HIGUMA! 
HOLD UP. 





we L'M SURE IT MEANS eof ~ u EXPECT THAT 
THERE WILL HAVING ~ ‘A HAVING A 
BE LOTS OF ANOTHER OC S NEW BABY 
HARDSHIP. PERSON IN y : SISTER... 
THE FAMILY, ) 
ESPECIALLY 50... 
FOR MY 
MOM. 


ee WILL 
ALWAYS 


BE EASY. 


RIGHT? 
















SOME- 
TIMES IT 
FEELS LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
13 GOING 
WEONG. 

















I FELT 0 
ANGRY WITH 
MY PARENTS 
FOR GIVING 

ALL THEIR 
ATTENTION 
TO THE NEW 

BABY. 





































































WHEN I WAS 
IN JUNIOR 
HIGH, I RAN 
AWAY FROM 
HOME ONCE. 








































































































a Iwas 
aes = GOING 
ME Se THROUGH 
PUBERTY 
=] AND WASNT 
orl ae FITTING IN AT 
: =| SCHOOL. 










































































THEN 
SUDDENLY 
FOR 
WHATEVER 


REASON, MY 
TROUBLES 
LIFTED. 











KEPT 
WELLING 
UP INSIDE 
ME. 








I SAT THERE 
FOR A WHILE, 
TRYING 
TO HOLD 
BACK ALL 
THESE DARK 
FEELINGS... 











_ 2 sod LOVE 










I KNOW 









EVERYTHING'S 
AS LONG i eae BE 
AS WE LOVE Z 
EACH OTHER, 
WELL BE 


FINE. 























-=:7 mysisteR TA AWN 
4 MORE THAN * ht 
~ — A ANYTHING! K\y THANKS 
= J 10 YOU... Ps: 
2 HA \ 
=- ~\ HAL y 
ne NAL EVER SINCE I’M NOT SURE 
THAT DAY, I WOULD HAVE 
I'VE BEEN REALIZED THAT 
me ga iS MEANING TO IF IT WEREN'T 
YOU THAT THANK YOU. FOR YOU. 
> TOO. 30° 
8 \ a4 
& 
a io wer = 
wees AE Tr ~~ 
GET . 7 
HOME , 





-WAS A BOY 
FROM MY 
CLASS WHO 
IV NEVER 
REALLY 
TALKED TO 


MY MOM 
TEARFULLY 
WELCOMED 
ME BACK. 


AND SHE 
FELT 0 
WARM IN 


MY ARMS. 
































LISTENED 

TO MY 
1 PATHETIC 
| RAMBLING. 


DECIDED 
TO GO 
BACK 
HOME. 


MY DAD 
HANDED 
ME MY 
BABY 
SISTER. 





































































































Aisa 2 AFTER 

us Gs 5 ALL, 
Cs EVERYONE'S 

, WAITING 

FOR ME/ 



























































AT LEAST C'MON, 
YOU SEEM TO THAT'S... Owww! 
BE HANDLING 
IT WELL. 
N 
Or ie 


























WHY ARE 
YOU DOING 
THIS HELL 
WARDEN 
STUFF? 











HAIRPINS 


WHEN AKANE | 

MUROMACHI 
WAS IN 
JUNIOR 
HIGH... 


BESIDES, 
ARENT 
BEARS TOO 
WANT CHILDISH 
THEM... FOR JUNIOR x ie 
HIGH? aL 


ZZ 


ITSA 
LITTLE TOO 
STALKERISH. 


SAY once conee 


SOS! WITH TWO, YOU 
| COULD SAVE ONE 
FOR SORA WHEN | | 
SHE'S ALITILE 
THEN payeay 
YOU'D BE 
MATCHING 
SISTERS! 


THE HAIRPIN 
BECAME HER 
FAVORITE, 
AND SHE 
WORE 
IT EVEN 
BUT HER IO HIGH 
{| AWKWARD-  “scHooL. 
| | NESS MADE IT 
‘| INCREASINGLY 
| HARDER FOR 
HER TO SPEAK 
TO HIGUMA. 





THE END 


: “WHY ARE YOU 
"YOU HATE IZ Be DOING THIS 


DON'T YOUP, = 3 HELL WARDEN 
STUFF” 























































































































































































































ai) His 
== WHEN YOU 
DEFEATED 
HE THINKS = THE KITSUNE, 
YOU STILL 1 ASKED == SOMETHING 
FEEL THAT ee Oe, fg = I SEEMED OFF 
WAY. SU ieee te : ABOUT YOU. 
CRY BECAUSE Se 
YOU HATED —"aee 
BEING A HELL =e 
WARDEN. 
_f g Es, é 
IS 
a THAT 
TRUE? 



















PLEASE 
TELL ME, 
HIGUMA. 








I'M 
THE ONE : 
ASKING THE \’,\ | 












WHY ARE 

QUESTIONS (4.2/\) YOU CURIOUS 

YOU THINK HERE! ABOUT THAT 
YOU'RE GONNA ALL OF A 






STALL BY SUDDEN? 
ANSWERING 


MY QUESTIONS 





WITH 
QUESTIONS?! 


ON CP iy 








AND YOUR 
BUDDY LORD 
ENMA— 

OR WHATEVER 
YOU CALL HIM— 
PUT THIS MARK 















UP S 
4 p 
re KSS 














A OK 
AND I LRN, 
SINCERELY a5) 
APOLOGIZE hz 
FOR THE 
IMPOSITION... «\ 
A\ 
“HAND: ZERO 





DON’T 
I DON'T APOLO- 

MIND THAT IT GIZE. 

HAPPENED. 





jpop 






WHEN I GOT 
THIS SIGIL, YOU 
PRETENDED NOT 
TO NOTICE, AND 
EVER SINCE, YOU 


HAVEN'T EXACTLY | 
ACTED THRILLED & 


ABOUT IT. 


YOU NEVER 
WANTED TO 


KOBATA SAID I 
COULD BE A LOT 
MORE HELPFUL 
AS A BUNREISHA 
THAN BY DOING 

ODD JOBS AT 

YOUR FAMILY’S 

TEMPLE. 


I GUESS 
BUNREISHA 
CAN ONLY DO 
SO MUCH IN 
A SUPPORT 
ROLE. 


BUT I’M 
PRETTY 
SURE I 
KNOW. 


ACTUALLY, 
I’M KINDA 
HAPPY I 
HAVE IT. 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 
MATTER 
THAT MUCH 
TO YOU. 















AND I'VE 
BEEN 
TRYING TO 
FIGURE 
OUT WHY. 











"I DONT 
=== UNDERSTAND 
z WHY YOU 
KEEP GETTING 
BYSTANDERS 
INVOLVED.” 





WHEN 1 
SAW YOUR 
FACE AFTER 





4, THE KITSUNE.. 
MAYBE YOU J 

DON'T THINK 

THAT MUCH 









































BUT IF I 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT YOUR 
WORK MEANS 

























..- THEN I 
ANT RNOW IM TRYING 
WHAT I i 
SHOULD BE : MY DEBT 
DOING TO TO YOU... 


HELP. 












YOU HAVE A 
KEEN SENSE 
OF DUTY, 
AYAHA. 







I DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT AT 
FIRST, 


vet MY “BUDDY.” 


HE'S MY 
SUPERIOR. 





PRETENDING 
LIKE I’M 
DEAF TO 

THEIR CRIES 

FOR MERCY. 


IF I'M 
HONEST, 
THIS JOB IS 
A BURDEN. 


--L DON'T 
BELIEVE I 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
CONDEMN 
THEM TO 
HELL. 








), 
LIKE BEING 
A HELL 
WARDEN 
PUNISHING 
FUGITIVE 
SPIRITS. 


BUT STILL... 
NO MATTER 
HOW EVIL 
MY ENEMY 








NOT TO 
MENTION 
ME AND MY 
FAMILY! 














LIKE 
THE GIRL 
TONIGHT, 

AND LITTLE 
KAORI AND 
ALL THOSE 
ELDERLY 
PEOPLE... 








YOU HAVE 




















— ae Ss TO KNOW 
== THAT WHAT 
= YOU DO 

= = in ISN'T SIMPLY 
me seen CRUEL! 
= SO MANY 
= PEOPLE. 





















OSL 


wa NOT 
THE FUGITIVE DOING 


SPIRITS ONLY 
REMAIN AMONG pas 
THE LIVING i 
THROUGH THE 
SACRIFICE OF 
OTHER PEOPLE'S 
LIVES. 





YOU HAVE 
A STRONG 
SENSE OF 
JUSTICE. 





I'M 


= | ne SORRY TO 
It'S NOT NOT THE — DIGAPPOINT 
NOT THE YOU. 
YOU THINK 


REASONABLE. 
1 AM. 


TM ALWAYS 
N\/ THINKING HOW 
MUCH EASIER 
IT WOULD BE 
IF 1 COULD 
JUST SMILE 
AND LET THE 
FUGITIVES 




















I WON'T 
BE SAVING 
ANYONE 
IF MY 
RESOLVE 


IN 
REALITY, I 
CAN'T DO 

THAT. 























AND TO 
BECOME A 
PROPER HELL 
WARDEN, 
SEVERE AND 
RIGHTEOUS, 
WHO NEVER 
WAVERS. 


THE REAL 
ME IS A 
HELPLESS 
JERK... 


TOO 
PARALYZED BY 
INDECISION TO 
EVER MAKE A 
CHOICE. 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE FEEL 
LILKE 
YOU OWE 
ANYBODY 
A DEBT. 


S01 
TRAINED. 


I TRAINED 
MYSELF 
TO SWITCH 
OFF MY 
FEELINGS. 


ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE YOU 
MENTIONED— 
THEY WERE 

SAVED BY THIS 
CONSTRUCT— 














IF YOU 
WANT TO 
QUIT BEING 
A BUNREISHA, 
THAT'S FINE. 





COULDNT 
BEGIN TO 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT HE WAS 
FEELING. 




















AYAHA 
DIONT 
KNOW 
IF SHE 
SHOULD 
PRESS 
HIM ANY 
FURTHER. 














ENMA 
HIMSELF 
SAID THE 
DECISION 
/3 YOURS. 










YOU CAN 
USE YOUR 
POWER 
OR NOT... 


wwii 








y 
IF YOU DO \ Z 
SOMETHING S Bois 
METH SS coup 
YOU GET Ss ne 
S SMILE 







SCOLDED. T YAMA, ID LET 
O AYAHA, B88 


CONCEPT GY, ” 
WAS SIMPLE YG GO, 


a” 
Monn 






CRIMES 
NATURALLY 
RESULT IN 

PUNISHMENT. 







































































































eye THAT SENTIMENT 
EVER MADE THE 
HAPPENS = = eoEgEIC 
APPEN: : POSSESSION 
70 vO —= OF HER AND 
AGAIN = HER BROTHER 
SOM, ALL THE MORE 
we ES DISTRESSING. 













































































“AND I 
WILL...” 





















































YOU THAT'S 
WHERE 





I GOT 
STABBED! 





FROM 
MY POINT 







THANKFUL 
FOR YOU! 












WHEN I 







YOU TOLD ss 6a 
L WORST 
ME YOU'D DISTRESS 
RESCUE : 
ME. 7 





DEFEATED 
THE SPIRIT 
THAT 
POSSESSED 
MY 
BROTHER. 







EVEN WHEN 
YOU'RE 
IN DOUBT, 
YOU STILL 
FIGHT. 

























































































HONESTLY, 
I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR POINT 
OF VIEW. 


BUT 
THERE'S 
ONE THING 
IDO 
KNOW. 





I’M GOING 
TO KEEP 
ON BEING A 
BUNREISHA. 


I MEAN 
IT. NOW 
QUIT YOUR 
GRUMBLING! 


AND 
THAT'S MY 
DECISION. 


DON'T 
EVER TELL 
ME I CAN 
QUIT IF I 





OF COURSE Sy IT’S GOOD 
1 DO. WHY © TO KNOW 
WOULDN'T oo WN; THAT EVEN ACTUALLY, 
Lu? KOY YOU HAVE THIS IS 
TROUBLES KIND OF A 
RELIEF. 


HA HA HAS 
WELL, THAT 
JUST MEANS 
YOULL MAKE 
AN EVEN 
BETTER 
FRIEND. 


/ OH, WHAT 


ROKU AND 
WENT HAPPENED 


TO 
OME. 
NOTHING KOBATA? 
EXCITING— ( 

HE HAD 

HOME- 





AN EVEN 
BETTER 
FRIEND, 
SHE SAYS. 
SHE'S A 
GOOD 
PERSON. 





SHE FELL 
TOO FAR 
SHORT TO 
PROVIDE EVEN 
A MEASURE 
OF HIS 
STRENGTH. 


FUELED BY 
OBSESSION 
TO BE OF 
USE. 


: WITH THE 
KEEPING UP » OLD MAN 
TO DATE WITH STILL TAKING 
THE HELL ; I'D WANT TO —- FORM... 
gee ii e | ; GATHER MORE 
THEY CHANGE Deere ae 


OVER SO f/f. 
QUICKLY. . SCATTERING. 



















































ML YT sib, I NEED 
| Loo TO BE CAREFUL 
= AOE SN isibiene 
Ce LONGER STICK ISNT TOO 
| CURATION serouw TTHne LONG.L PONT 
see HELL. ILL USE ae 
co aha MISTAKE. 


i THIS 1S THE 
eee r COUNT OF 
| THE YEARS A 
| tore (at ESS ESCAPE... CONDEMNED 
) ENBETSU' =, SPIRIT HAS 
L | ! SPENT IN 
ENGETSU! By HELL. 











WHAT IS IT, 
YAMAGIRI, \ 
THAT HAS WE HAVE 


YOU SO TROUBLE! 
AGITATED? , 


OH, SINCE 
YOU'RE 
HERE, I WAS 
THINKING OF 
HAVING YOU \ YS. F 
STEP INFOR | Mi iy NORMALLY, 
KoTeTsu- JACK I ug THE SPIRITS 
ARE MADE 
TO PAY FOR 
THEIR SINS 


THROUGH 
A WIDE 
VARIETY OF 
TORTURES 
OVER MANY 
THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS. 












I... 
TRIED... 












wa 1 
STOR... 






WITH 
EVERY 
YEAR 
SPENT IN 
HELL... 

































AND WITH 
EACH 
YEAR OF 
PUNISHMENT... 




















vee THEIR: +e WITH THE 
RESENTMENT DISTINCT 
TOWARD QUALITIES 
KING ENMA  |() OF THE 

HEIGHTENS... ¢ TORTURES 

THEY WERE 

SUBJECTED 































































































THEIR 
DEPRAVITY 

SINKS 
DEEPER... 


Swf 
ELH 
Oe 
=O 
TAR 


2 NN 











CHAPTER 12: MOONLIT NIGHT 
XN 






CHAPTER 12: MOONLIT NIGHT 





I HAVE TO 
GO SUBMIT 
MY REPORT 

TO THE 

ASSEMBLY. 


Sano-ten P 
SS 


ANYWAY, IM 
GLAD YOU 
CAME OUT 

SAFE AFTER 


FACING THAT 


KITSUNE. 


YOU ALREADY 
CAME ALL THE 
WAY TO MY TOWN— 
YOU SHOULD'VE 
STOPPED BY 
TO VISIT. 


DON’T BE 
LIKE THAT. 
I JUST 
FINISHED 
A TOUGH 
JOB, YOU 


AW, REALLY? 
YOU'RE 
LEAVING 
ALREADY, 
ITOMI? 


IM NOTA 
SCHOOLKID 
LIKE YOU-— 
MY RESPON- 
SIBILITIES 


















































YOU SOUND 




















IN GOOD 

















SA% THAT 
FIREWORKS 
FESTIVAL 
18 COMING 
UP SOON 
OVER THERE, 
RIGHT? THE 
ONE THAT'S 
OUT OF 
SEASON? 


YEAH? 















SPIRITS, TOO. 
USUALLY 
YOU'RE INA 
FUNK AFTER 
FINISHING 

















LIKE WE’RE 
STARTING : 
TO BECOME ( THE 
BETTER , \ S MOON | 
FRIENDS, EY ESPECIALLY 
BRIGHT 
TONIGHT. 


JUST LIKE 
IT WAS 


ON THAT 
AFTER WORK NIGHT. 


/ BUT HE 

Now Ta WORRIES A 
fs 

ABOUT IT. LOT, DON'T 

= HE'S BEEN fe YOU THINK? 


THROUGH 
ALOT OF 
vee WASN'T EXTREME 


ABLE TO 
GET A CLEAR STUFF. 


EXPLANATION IT HASN'T 
OF WHY HE BEEN EASY 
KEEPS DOING r 
HIS WORK EVEN 
WHEN HE'S 
SUFFERING. 























: a | 
DON’T THAT'S 

YOU BE BECAUSE 
LIKE THAT Wall ie IS A VERY 

KNOW WHY? DIFFICULT 

i] 
TELL ME! SUBJECT FOR 

HIM TO TALK 


x ABOUT. 





WAX 
IF HE HASN'T a 





TOLD YOU, 
ITS NOT MY \/ 
piace ToS 


=) by. 








THIS 
ALBUM'S 
GOT A 
LOT OF 
PICTURES 
OF HIS 


FAMILY. 


YOU DONE 
WITH YOUR 


D-DON’T 
STARTLE 
ME LIKE 


ACK... 
YOU'RE GOING 
THROUGH 
HIGUMA’S 
BELONGINGS 





IM our PHOTO 

HE WON / 
pris ALBUM: 
LI TAKE 

A LOOK, 

RIGHT? 


IS THIS 
HIGUMA? 
\ AS ALITTLE 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO SAY 
THAT IN THE 

PAST TENSE. 





DISTANT 
RELATIVE. 


IS THIS 
YOUR 


SO THAT 

MEANS 

THIS IS... [ 
Ly DEMEANOR- 





THAT'S 
MY AUNT 


NOT EVEN 
MY DAD COULD 
MAKE SUCH 
DELICATE 


MOVEMENTS = po 


WITH HIS 


I 
WOULDN'T 
KNOW, BUT 
THAT DOES 

SOUND 
PRETTY 
NEAT. 


MOM DIED 
BEFORE 
THAT PICTURE 
WAS TAKEN. 


TOO MUCH 
LIKE YOU. 


SHE WAS 
INCREDIBLE. 
SHE COULD 
USE HER 
AND PLAY ZAIJU LIKE MY DAD'S 
THE PIANO THIS... OLDER 


WITH FOUR SISTER. 


SHE WAS 
A HELL 
WARDEN 
TOO. 


SHE DIDN'T 
LIVE WITH US, 
BUT WHEN WE 
WENT TO VISIT 
HER, SHE WAS 
ALWAYS VERY 
GOOD TO ME. 


I LOVED 
HER VERY 
MUCH. 





THEY 
WERE BOTH 
KILLED By 
THE SAME 
FUGITIVE 
SPIRIT. 





























GETTING LATE. 
YOU PROBABLY 
NEED TO 


.-- ANOTHER 


WELL, 
TLL TELL 
THAT 


GET GOING, 
IF YOU'RE RIGHT? 
WALKING, 
I'LL GO 


WITH YOU. 


I 
NEED TO 





I COULD HAVE 

TRANSPORTED 

YOU, YOU 
KNOW. 








IT'S FINE. 

I’M IN THE 
MOOD FOR 
A WALK. 


Cy 


































































WHAT A * 
PERFECTLY Fs 
| COOL ne ‘aa 
NIGHT. ‘ “_ 
i % i e 4 
Wee oe 
i ie ee 3 
WON'T ‘a a : 
BE LONG , 3 
UNTIL — : = 
SUMMER. |= : 
wes ~ os 
ioe & MS ah ‘ 


i 
as ih i\ ey, = 
NY A ry ANS Nhe Xe 


BUT THAT 
NIGHT WAS 
COLDER... 


QUIETER. 





THERE'S 
ALOT I 
STILL DON'T 
KNOW 
ABOUT HIM. 


ACTUALLY, 
; 1GO 
: EVERY 
LET'S GO 
TOGETHER = YEAR. 


THIS YEAR! 


THEY'VE 
GOT FOOD 
STANDS AND 
EVERYTHING. 
IT’S PRETTY 


REALLY GOOD 
WITH BIG 
CROWDG... 


THE MOON 
1S BRIGHT 
TONIGHT... 


HIS 
INJURIES 


TONIGHT ARE 
ALREADY 
GONE. 


THERE'S 
THIS 
FIREWORKS 
FESTIVAL 


NEAR 
ITOMI'S 
PLACE. 


REALLY? 
THIS 
TIME OF 
YEAR 
2 ey 





HIGUMA, YOU ITLL 
LIKE ALL THAT BE FINES 
FESTIVAL TUL INVITE 
STUFF, DON'T KOBATA 
TOO. 
WELL HAVE 
FUN! 











by, = 
































{/ 
Y 








{ (ih 


al 























































































































HEY, KID! 
YOUVE 














SURE 4 
GROWN! 7 
si 
ae = 
ee 
fe 
; = é 8 
' ~~ 
| J 
be \ Z 
. \ 
IM eo G 
GLAD \ 
TO SEE 
YOU! 
WHY... 
war \/ < ’ y if 
WAS YOUR L 
NAME A : 
AGAIN? |"f 2 _ 
I )f 
FORGOT. “ ] THE MAN 
AH, 1 GUESS ( | SEEMED : 
7 i of 
IMPORTANT. ] u ee g 


Wy, 





STANDING 
THERE... 


QUIET, 





SERENE | 





6 





WAITING... = 















































OH WELL. 
I KNOW THIS 
IS ALITTLE 
AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE, 


I WAS 
WORRIED 
THE KITSUNE 
WAS GOING 


I SWEAR, 
ENGETSU 


DOES THIS § 


KIND OF = 


< 


YOU GAVE 
ME A 
TERRIBLE 
FRIGHT... 


--- SHALL WE 
CONTINUE 
WHERE 











: | te Mh Son 
ad Mie 





HE CAN 
MANIPULATE | 

| THE MOLTEN | 
COPPER | 
THAT FLOWS Wy 





YOU'RE 
SCARED, 
AND YET 


YOU DON'T PS 


RUN! 


AST 
THOUGHT. 
YOU ARE 
WORTHY. 


REALLY. 


I WOULD 
HAVE LIKED TO 
WAIT AT LEAST 

ANOTHER 10 
YEARS FOR THIS. 
BUT IT WASN'T 





\ ... L'VE COME 
) TO LET YOU 
TAKE YOUR 

VENGEANCE! 





HIGUMA'S STREET CLOTHES 


POLAR B FLEECE (HIS TEACHER REALIZED 
JACKET THE INSIDE JOKE 
IMMEDIATELY AND SAID, 
“OH, LIKE POLAR BEAR, 
BECAUSE YOUR 
NAME CAN MEAN 
BEAR T00.’) 





















BECAUSE 
THEY WANT 
TO REMAIN 
IN THE 
REALM OF 
THE LIVING. 








.. THE EASIER 
IT 12 TO 
FULFILL THAT 
PRIMAL URGE. 











Bay (o 








THE NEED 
TO BE 
ENTERTAINED. 















“| ... BECAUSE | 
| THEY WANT 






TO LIVE. 


THE MORE 
POWERFUL 
THE SPIRIT... 











EVERY TIME 
\ A KAGARITE 

~ A HELL WARDEN'S 

HE Se CHILD TURNS 


APPEARS. | TEN YEARS 
OLD... 















































‘WHEN YOUR 




















CHILD TURNS 














TEN, I'LL 





COME FIND 
YOU AGAIN.” 






































AND TO THE 
ORPHANED 
CHILD, HE 












































































































































ate 





INCLUDING 
HIGUMA’S 
FATHER. 























I CAN'T 


LET HIM 
ESCAPE. 





.-- GENERATION 
AFTER 
GENERATION. 


GET OUT 

OF HERE 

AND TAKE 
AYAHA WITH 


BACK WITH 
REINFORCE- 
MENTS. 
TLL STAY 
BEHIND. 





THIS 
19 JUST 
ANOTHER 
JOB. 


HA HA HA! 
ESCAPE? 
YOU THINK 
I’M GOING 
ANYWHERE? 


AND YOU'RE | 
BRAZEN 
ABOUT IT 





YOURE 
ALWAYS 


I ESCAPED 
HELL 400 
YEARS 
AGO. 


YOU HELL 
WARDENS 
STAY THE 


YOU DON’T 
FLINCH 
FROM THE 
PAIN. 


THE SAME 
WEAPONS. 


































































































































REALLY, IT'S 
ADORABLE. 


y: NOT THAT IT 
Aa, MATTERS, 
a BUT I'LL 
ONLY 16, ASK YOU 
ND WITH ANYWY.. 
NO CHILD. 







BROUGHT 
YOU OUT? 


























APPARENTLY, ONE 
OF MY BRETHREN 











DECIDED TO 
SAY JUST MEDDLE WITH 
NOW? SOME SCHEME 


OF HIS OWN. 


MEAN KUYURI 
ENGETSUP 





























































































































































































































































































































































I'D RATHER 
TAKE AN UNRIPE 
HARVEST THEN 4 
ALLOW A THIEF [4 
‘ ees TO COME IN 
AND STEAL 
HELL WARDEN, MY KILL. 


TO THE VERY | | 
\ LAST ONE... / 





| 
iy 


HE 
MIGHT C 
NOT 
BE ALL 

















BOTH MUCH, 
STRONGER 








WAAAHH! 
Y A WAAAAAAHH! 


“LETS GO 
TOGETHER 
THIS YEARS” 






































TZ TRS 





THAT WILL 
HOLD OFF 
HIS ATTACKS, 
IF UST 
BARELY. 








BUT HE’S 
NOT, BE- 


IF HE 
WANTED TO, 
HE COULD 
KILL ME 
AT ANY 
MOMENT. 


HE'S 
STRONGER 
THAN ME TO 
BEGIN WITH, 
BUT NOW I 
ONLY HAVE 
ONE ARM/ 


ANP THATS 
WHERE ILL 
FIND MY 
CHANCES 
EVEN IF 
/T MEANS 
SACRIFICING - 
MYSELF I 
HAVE TO- 





THIS WILL 
MAKE IT 
MORE 
f 4 INTERESTING, 
: DON’T YOU 
SOON, THOSE ‘ A JH THINK? 
NEEDLES | ! 
OF MOLTEN 
COPPER WILL 
REACH YOUR 


ot 





IF YOU 
CAN TAKE 
OFF MY ARM 
BEFORE 
THEN, 
YOU WIN! 


Im 
IMPRESSED 
HE CAN MOVE 


LIKE THAT 
WITHOUT 
CRYING OUT 
IN PAIN. 


50 CLOSE... 
IF ONLY I 
COULD VE 

WAITED. 


NOW THAT I 
THINK ABOUT 
7, THIS ONE'S 
FATHER DION’T 





HIMSELF 








ON) 


) 







HELL sed 
DISAPPOINTED 
AND WILL COME. 
STRAIGHT FOR! 
THE.KILD? 









> WE 


>: 
4 ” oe 
£. 
ff 


AUNT HARUMA... 








OH! FELT 
THAT ONE, 
DID YOU? 




















TELL ‘| 
YOU WHAT— F 
ILL SAVE 


THAT MEANS 
YOUR LEFT 
LEG GOES 
DO YOU DO 


4 


yy 


MA 
\ 


"PLEASE, 
FORGIVE 
ME/ IM 
BEGGING 
vO. | 


Timi) 


\ 


Wis 
By, 
Wii 


SS 






































S 
= i, > 


“JUST LET 
ME GOL 


PLEASES” [3 
i 


\Y N 
b 


\ | Hine 
wy 




















SS 
SSS : 


















































x 
= 
m) 
om \ 


=SSS 








Tr = 









































| bhi i) 


MM | ‘hi 


af, 
j i 


































































































ae 


IT'S NICE 
















TO MEET 
YOU, 
KASUMI 
MASHIRO. 
by f] 
I’M KURO | = 
KONOHA, 5 == 
AN EXORCIST y - £ 
WITH THE C) i = 
DEMON eo = 
HUNTERS > \ 
SOCIETY. <. eS = # 
« Zz 
° I'VE BEEN _ 
TASKED WITH 
BEING YOUR 
——7 PERSONAL 
Noe — STARTING GUARDIAN. 
) TODAY, 
< I/M YOUR 
<< ' A“ Bopy- 
= GUARD. 
z UARD 
= \ 









I’M 
LOOKING 


x 








1 DON'T 
NEED YOU! Riess ; 
GO AWAY! 




















i 












































































THAT’S THE 
LAST THING 
IN THE 
WORLD I 
NEED! 















M 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER 
HAS ALWAYS 
ie ATTRACTED 
| UNINVITED bperrenias 
| AND WREAK : 


HAVOC IN 
My LIFE. 








“WoRsT LN Ye EVER SINCE I 


a a WAS A LITTLE 
PART /9... = ™ : GIRL, IVE BEEN 
SURROUNDED... 




















BOOK COVER: PICTURE BOOK FOR GOOD CHILDREN 


THEY CAN'T 
SEE THE 
GHOSTS. 











WHY DO 
YOU KEEP 
DOING 


NO ONE THIS?! 


IN THEIR BELIEVES 
EYES, THE ME. 
GHOSTS’ 

MISCHIEF /9 
MY MISCHIEF. 








AND NO MATTER 
HOW SCARED I ‘) 2 2) 
GOT, I COULDNT EE ei @) 
ASK ANYONE 
FOR HELP. eo 



































I LEARNED 
THAT THE BY THE TIME 
ONLY PERSON I ENTERED 
WHO COULD GRADE 
PROTECT ME SCHOOL, 
WAS MYSELF I STOPPED 
ASKING. 
BY THE 
TIME I 
OH NO! REACHED 
LOOK HIGH 
GET OUT OuT!! SCHOOL... 






I DON’T 
FEEL ANY 
WIND, BUT 
THAT SIGN 

WENT 
FLYING! 


OF THE 















































































































ANP NOW, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
THE DANGER, 








I NEVER ASK : yf “TORY 
ANYONE FOR = See ONLY ON 
MYSELF 


KASUM/ MASHIRO 
16) 





af \ 
STOPPED 


MY BIKE, 
BUT THEN IT 
SUDDENLY 





PLEASE 














I’M USED DON'T. 
TO THIS. ¢ 
I’M FINE! 


YES. 
THATS 
KASUM/ | 
MASHIRO. 





AAAH! 
I'M SO 
SORRY! 


























\W/ 


WH) 





















































KNOW... 
WOULD YOU 


CALL HER 
BITTER, OR 
STRONG 
WILLED? 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HOWEVER 
STRONG HER F 
SPIRITUAL 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I’M KURO 
KONOHA, 
EXORCIST 
WITH THE 
DEMON 
HUNTER 
SOCIETY. 







AND 
SO... 


























APPARENTLY, 
THEY WORK IN aa: 
THE SHADOWS = DORAL 
TO STOP ; 
ANY TURMOIL 
CAUSED BY 
MALICIOUS 
SPIRITS. 






















i] = 
| TL= 


AND THEY 
DESIGNATED 
ME "A TOP 

EVER PRIORITY 

THAT SUBJECT 
MEANS. OF PRO- 
TECTION.” 




















THEY TOOK 
NOTICE OF 
MY UNUSUALLY 
STRONG 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER. 





















































la 








50 THEY 
DECIDED TO 
SEND ME A 
BODYGUARD, 
WHETHER 
OR NOT I 
WANTED 
ONE? 










KURO KONOHA, 
EXORC/ST 























or eal 
THERE'S eg 
NOTHING I ane 
HATE MORE 
THAN BEING 
PROTECTED 
OR RESCUED 
BY SOME- 


ONE ELSE! 


BUT THE 
DECISION 
WAS MADE / 
FOR YOUR 

OWN Z 

SAFETY. ‘ 


DANGERS 
CONFRONTING 
YOU WILL 
ONLY GROW 
STRONGER TOO- 
LIKE NOTHING 
YOU'VE FACED 
BEFORE. 


YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO SURVIVE 
WITHOUT 
PROTECTION. 


J% 
f_4)\\ THis is IN 
IMPOSITION. 


é 


THIS IS JUST 
MY JOB. 

1 CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT. 


I UNDER- 
STAND THAT 


LOOK, BREATHE. 9O THAT I } 
CAN CARRY | 


THAT'S 
WHY THE 
SOCIETY 
NOTICED 
YOU NOW, 
AND NOT 
BEFORE. 


















S\ war are 


YOU DOING 
IN MY 
SCHOOL, 
ANYWAY?! 


YOUR * 
SPIRITUAL 


PASSING 
DAY. 





I 
REALLY 
DON'T 


HANDLED a 
EVERYTHING |\\\y/ 
BY MYSELF 

UP UNTIL 


I'D RATHER 
GET KILLED 
BY SOME 
EVIL SPIRIT 
THAN BE 
PROTECTED 
BY YOU! 









































BEHIND 





WHY 
y ARE YOU 
LOOKING AT 
ME WITH THAT 
HALF-DEAD 1 DON’T 
LOOK ON SEE HOW 
A YOUR FACE, = THAT'S 
LIKE YOU'RE YOUR 


ALL THAT? PROBLEM. 


AND THEN 
YOU WALTZ 
IN CLAIMING 

YOU'RE 

DOING ME 
SOME HUGE 
FAVOR BY 

PROTECTING 








= \ 
YQ 


SN 
ose 














hil zy mx} 
. i 
YW, . an BEG ‘ 
/ yy Z 
S i : 
= LA S N 















































BUT THIS 
IS PART 
OF MY 

TRAINING. 





DON’T 
HAVE TO 
LIKE IT. 














THIS 
MISSION 
WILL GIVE 
ME THE 
EXPERIENC 
I NEED... 











THE 
EXORCIST 
I STRIVE 
TO BE. 


HE 
PROTECTED 


THE BOY 
CALLED KURO 
KONOHA 
DILIGENTLY 
PERFORMED 
Hig JOB AS MY 
BODYGUARD. 

















eeFOR THE 

FIRST TIME 

IN A LONG 
WHILE, I HAD 

BEEN ABLE 

TO LIVE IN 

FREE OF PEACE... 

ACCIDENT 
AND INJURY. 

































































WHY 
DO You 
ND WHY age _ LOOK SO 

eo aNG EXHAUSTED? 
ALONE? 

YOU SHOULD 
REALLY 

MAKE SOME 
FRIENDS. 





BUT 
INSTEAD YOU 


LET ME THROW YOU 


YOU, AND THAT 
PISSES ME 
RIGHT OFF. 


ds 
DODGING DON'T 
| THE THROW GET 
|<! wourp Have It 
PISSED HER 
OFF TOO. 


BECAUSE 
IT WOUNDS 


MY PRIDE! WHY DO YOU 


HATE BEING 
PROTECTED 


























50 MUCH? 




















ANNOYED 
WHEN I’M 
TREATED 
LIKE I'M 











BUT YOU 
AREN'T 
ABLE TO 
PROTECT 
YOUR- 
SELF 


I THINK 
MAYBE... 


YOU 
SHOULD 
TRY TO 
BECOME AN 
EXORCIST. 


IT 
WAS STILL 
MORNING 
WHEN WE 
MET, AND 
YOU WERE 
ALREADY 
COVERED IN 


COULD HAVE 
ESCAPED 
THAT IF YOU 
WANTED To. 


CAN'T I 
AT LEAST 
HAVE A 
LUNCH TO 
HAVING TO MYSELF? 
SEE YOUR 
FACE WHILE 
Z I EAT IS 
en OnE g SPOILING 
WEEK AND ~—Z\ THE TASTE. 
ALREADY 
SHE 
DESPISES 


BUT IT’S 
MORE THAN 


4 OTHER THAN 
MYSELF 


YOU 
ADMIT YOU'RE 
DOING THIS 
BECAUSE IT’S 
YOUR JOB. 
WILL YOU 
ALWAYS FEEL [=e 
LIKE DOING [~~ 
IT? 


IN THE END, 
I’M THE ONLY 
PERSON WHO 
CAN PROTECT 

MYSELF 





- 

















THAT 





THIS ALLOWS WAY, YOU 
ME TO SHAPE ACTUALLY 
AND HARDEN peorect WHERE'D 
MY SPIRITUAL yourseLr //; TAT 
POWER INTO A ie | coe 
SWORD. i\\ j 
WHEN YOU'RE iy 
AN EXORCIST, 
Ss THE STRONGER 
YOUR SPIRITUAL 
a TAKE THIS POWER, THE 
a TECHNIQUE, BETTER. 
FOR ' 
. EXAMPLE— = 
THE BLADE ; Acs 
Nh | TRANSMUTATION| GER ) e 
: TECHNIQUE. G pig 
7 it ~ 





GIVEN 
TRAINING, 
YOU MIGHT 
BECOME 
STRONGER 
THAN ME. 






















































/ 
WHY DO ((f/ }) 
YOU WANT mam (WN 
TO BE 4 
ONE? 
IT'S ALL 
RIGHT. 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT, 
E ANYWAY. Af’ 
a | 





9 





@ But My 
SPIRITUAL 
? POWER |S 


WITH YOUR 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER, 
I’M SURE 
YOU COULD 
MAKE A FAR 
BETTER 
SWORD. 


YOU 

DON'T 

HOLD 
ANYTHING 
BACK, DO 
YOU? 










6 SHABBY, AND 
) 6 SO |S THE 
\ BLADE THAT 
) 2 IT CREATES. 









IF YOUR 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER 







YOU'RE NOT 
CUT OUT 
FOR THIS 
EXORCIST 

STUFF. 












MY SISTER 
HAS AN 
AFFINITY LIKE 
YOU. 
















EVIL SPIRTS 
HAVE ALWAYS 
INJURED HER 
ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER. 


I WANTED 
TO BECOME 
STRONG... 









SO THAT 

I COULD 

PROTECT 
HER. 





1 GUESS 
















I DON'T 

















KNOW IF 50 THAT 
THIS IS WHAT Be LKE 

MY SISTER Paactice 

My SISTER PRACTICE 





aNTS M RUN, HUH? 











$0, HE'S TRYING 











TO BECOME A BUT I 

EXORCIST EVEN COULDN'T 

IF ITS AN UPHILL DO 
NOTHING. 





THIS |9 
REALLY 
IMPORTANT 






WHAT I’M 
ABOUT TO 
SBY MIGHT 
PISS YOU 
OFF AGAIN, 
BUT... 










I CAN 









IMAGINE, 
THIS 1S AT LEAST 
My JOB AND TO ZONE: 
PART OF MY DEGREE... 
4{ TRAINING, AND oe Ae 
eran || nose a 
I CAN'T YOU. 






LARGE FACTOR, 
BUT STILL... 






































50 IF 
YOU'RE 
EVER IN 


1 WANT TROUBLE... 


YOU TO 
COME TO 
ME FOR 
HELP. 


WHEN /T 
weed NEVER COMES TO 
ASK FOR MALICIOUS 
SOMEONE SPIRITS... 
ELSE TO 
SAVE ME. 














THIS 19 
UNACCEPT- 


ABLE 
BEHAVIOR! 








IEROURE, 
EVERIIN, is 
TROUBLES 











WT T 


\ 


pone 











































7 T 


mT 1 










































































: wHy 
We IM ARE YOU 
= 4" ABSOLUTELY, CRAGENG 
= 00 NES LIKE THATP 
YOULL BE 
ARE LATE FOR 
MASHIRO, FEELING SCHOOL. 
DO YOU oN 
HAVE ANY 
) IDEA HOW 
MANY TIMES 
YOUVE 
BEEN TARDY 
THIS MONTH P. 
ALONE?! —o 
ge0" 
Let 
929 
Sy (ob tne | x08 Fei 
gu! \ DIETING "| YOU THINK TaR . 
Ns x SOMEONE ; 
e\ (6 BULLYING WHAT'S 
: us HER? HER LUNCH 
) ; DOING 
y Ki IN THE 
On, NI TRASHCANP 
ITHNK \ . \ 
SHES ‘ 3 
DIETING. 
SS x 
VO we 
VERN 
TRI “AN 3 \ He 
7608 
661 is 
WHAT A THINK SHE MEEBO 
WER | Oe COVERED 
. WITH 
INJURIES 
AGAIN. 
te h 
TROUBLE- 





MAKER. 























GOING 
BACK 
DOWN- 
STAIRS! 




































































































HES 
GETTING 
IN MY HEAD 
IDO NOT WITH ALL 
NEED A ; THAT... 
BODYGUARD NICENESS/ 
Y 





TD REALLY 


I NEVER PREFER IF YOU 
AGREED DO WHATEVER 
TO HAVING YOU CAN TO ne 
A BoDY- LEAVE SCHOOL ie 
BEFORE IT'S TS Goo. 
COMPLETELY (= = GUARD 


DARK OUT, a 








IAMA 
STUDENT 
HERE, RE- 
MEMBER? 





























S AND YET 
E IF 1 HADN'T 





















































BEEN THERE, is : : 
wurree YOU'D HAVE & a a tO ave. 3 
een SHUT FOUR BROKEN thee STUDENT 
UPI! VASES ON YOUR | | MEETING RUN 
j “fi HANDS | 
oe . /| LATE EVERY 
eM JK : \ NOW AND 
IS MY i ; \ THEN. 
JoB. - 












S 
PY corn 


SJ WTENTION OF 
ES CHANGING THE = ICANT = 
WAY LIVE. LET HIM RUN = 


tit NOT WHEN IVE THE SHOW = 
\\ COME THIS HERE. 
S THERES 
NO REASON in RY 
I SHOULD z | Y ” 


JUST MEEKLY 
LET HIM 
PROTECT 








































{| WHAT'S 
WRONG? 









ss 
> 
= 









( BLACK 
THREADS... 












































































































































































































































eevee 




















ym 



















































































































































































































































MY GUESS— 












































AN ULTRA- 
GRADE SPIRIT. Ss 
CLASS 20, OR 
EVEN HIGHER. 
THIS IS : 
A LITTLE 
BAD. 
HUH? 
LOWER AND 
ARE MIDDLE- 
DRAWN GRADE EVIL 
TOYOUR spiRiTs... 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER, 
BUT ALL 
THEY DO IS 
CAUSE YOU 
MISCHIEF: 
HIGHER- 
GRADE (ODLE “CRIP 
SPIRITS HAVE 
INSATIABLE 4 
APPETITES... wiry 
20. 
AND THEY'LL &* 
TRY TO 
TAKE YOUR 
SPIRITUAL 
POWER FOR a No 
THEM- 4 Ni" 
SELVES. z 








TRY TO 
STAY CALM. 
I WON'T 
LET THAT 
HAPPEN. 


WHAT 
19 THAT 
THING?! 














































































































AND TO BE 
IVE PERFECTLY 


; HONEST 
WHAA- NEVER WITH YOU... 














BUT IT'LL 
PROTECT 











SPIRIT 
BEFORE. 























































































































REAL THING. 







aH 
YOU'RE 
SPYING JUST 
THERE'S THE * 
NO POINT IN ONE. HOW 
FIGHTING THAT 
BLACK STUFF, 
RIGHT? 
THAT HAIR 
ee IS LIKE 
thet TENTACLES. 
DISTRACT Si = at AND CUTTING = 
THAT Vr ” THE STRANDS = [) — . —— 
CREEPING ul WON'T GET US 
HAIR... ANYWHERE. = 
i 
aa i \\\W WE NEED TO 
- I CAN J Fri i\ \\\ TAKE OUT 
GIVE YOU \\ THE SPIRIT’S 

AN OPENING | CORE BODY. 

TO FIND AND | IT’S PROBABLY 

DEFEAT THE SOMEWHERE 


ON CAMPUS. 














ABSOLUTELY ore 
NOT! 


Bs 
x 


AN ULTRA- a ? 


GRADE SPIRIT 
IS NOT TO BE 
TAKEN THAT 
LIGHTLY— 





AHH! 


























a = < 
IT CAME ’ 4 A/a 
THROUGH 2 
™ MS 4) 
! VAN 
hd Sua Ne ae V4) eee 
SPREADING 8 a4 
JZ TG fe ver 
Wy 



























































































































































nN 


THIZ, 




















































































SAW MY = é 
SWORD ¢) &< FEIRIT 
AND \@UEN: 
RECOG- s) ONLY 
NIZED A NG @RARTER: 
ME AS AN L URK a HER” 
ENEMY. ow f LS 
No 
| ~X A 
| | ITS omc) 
| y INTELLIGENT. \V, ©, 
I / LI CANT Y 
ANTICIPATE \\% 
/TS NEXT. 
RCH MOVE. eb 
; cy 
TFatlimy ; eK, = 
a CANMCOL 3 
a SOMETHING. \ z . 
\ )\ Aye is 
~\ WLAN ee 
\ \\ \ ly | SS 
wl yl 


Ww Wh 
AS 
A 





DID YOU 
HIT YOUR 
HEAD OR 
SOME- 
THING 
a! 


MAGHIRO, 
YOU DO 
HAVE A 


JOIN US. 


kee] AFTER YOU 


A GRADUATE? 















































R TINS ' 
: Ti 
5 es Z XX 
, Zn 
aaa- oo RM) IN 
AlllE- \ 
: 
EEE! Li IN i. 
ee (3 
| Pa I! 
i J T A 
A Gas / 
AT] 4 
INT 
TAN 4 NS 
YIN VRAIS 
\ 
N || 
4 7 i, # 








































































































THE 
SECOND 
FLOOR! 
AND THE 
COURTYARD 
IS ON THE 
BASEMENT 
LEVEL! 




































































I 
SEE. 





















































7 

















en, 


HIGHER UP 
WHAT THAN I 
FLOOR THOUGHT. 
WERE 




















BUT WE os 
HAVEN'T. TALKING 
LIKE WE'VE 
MADE IT 
OUT OF 
THIS. 


MY 
LEGS ARE 
BROKEN, I’M FINE, 
BUTI I’M FINE. 
CAN STILL I'VE 
WALK. = TRAINED 


FOR THIS. 


I 
THOUGHT 
I WAS 
GOING TO 
DIE BACK 
THERE. 





YOU'VE 
GOTTEN 
YOURSELF 


YOU GET IT? 
YOU WON'T 

BE ABLE TO 
PROTECT 

YOUR SISTER. 


I THINK 
MOST 


WITH YOUR 
TALENT 
MIGHT BE 
LIKE YOU. 


WELL, I 
GUESS IT 
WASN'T THAT 
UNEXPECTED, 
ANYWAY. 


THAT ALL 
OF A 
SUDDEN? 


YOU SAID THAT 
PROTECTING ME 
IS A PART OF 
YOUR TRAINING, 
BUT... 


KEEP PUTTING 
YOURSELF IN 
DANGER, YOU 
COULD DIE, AND 
WHAT GOOD 
WOULD THAT 
BE FOR? 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT 
YOU'D BE 
SUCH A NICE 
PERSON. 


I WASN'T 
SPYING THAT 
TO BE NICE. 

LIKE, NOT 





SHE WAS 

BEFORE EATEN BY 
SHE AN EVIL 
: SPIRIT. 


ABILITIES. 




























































































BECAUSE 
I SHE = 
; DECIDED TO NEVER | 
I eeny ! BECOME AN } TOLD |= 
EXORCIST : Ilouess §=ME. 
TO SEE SUPPOSE —s- AFTER SHE DIDN'T 
ANYONE I MADE THE = THAT. WANT ME 
ELSE BE DECISION TO WORRY. 
KILLED OUT OF ; 
LIKE SHE WEAKNESS. 
was. 





















































































































































Wh 
WAY 


f Mm 
\ I LIED TO 
YOU THIS 
) AFTERNOON. 


isi n THE TRUTH 
THEN... Wie 0! 
wee HARD TO 
BETTER 
THINK OF A 
WAY TO DEAL 
WITH THIS 
SPIRIT. 














































































































T'D-RATHER. 




























































































































































































































































































GET-KILLED. 
BY-SOME: 
EVIL=SPIRIT- 
oO THAN: BE. 
x =a PROTECTEP. 
a= ay 
ie i = 
COULD 
IT BE 
THAT 
IVE... 























MU, 
WwW, 


AA 
Shear ys 

















' a 
Ss oe 
WM, 
ove 
p> 
Vil 
Gy 
\ ad oe yx A, 
~ 2 
at 
Dp 2 7 
\ im ' P 
' 





COULD 
IT BE 
THAT IVE 
BEEN... 








--PTUBBORNLY 
FOLLOWING A 
COLOSSALLY 
FOOLISH 
PHILOSOPHY? 





































































THIS IS = 
JUST A il we peli 
THOUGHT... : + pu 


SS 
SSE 



























































/ EACH TIME 
il WHICH MEANS FY I CUT THEM, 

2 THAT MAYBE ONLY THE 
y) THE ROOTS SEVERED SIDE 
Y) CONNECT HAS GONE 
| BACK TO THE LIMP LIKE 







ORDINARY 


SPIRIT'S CORE 
BODY. HAIR. 




















Prof | = 

































































TENTACLES 
ALL THE 
WAY BACK 
TO THEIR 
SOURCE... 













I SHOULD 
END UP 
AT THE 

SOURCE. 























































BUT WE'RE \ 
IN THE 
BASEMENT 






THAT'S 
CRAZY! 



















THAT 
WHICH SPIRIT HAS 
MEANS NO ALREADY 
WINDOWS. ALMOST. " 
KILLED YOU 





































My IDEA IS 
BETTER THAN 
TRYING TO 
DIG OUT 
THROUGH 
THE WALLS, 

WOULDN'T 
YOU SAY? 


























THIS IS 
GOING TO 
GET A LITTLE 
ROUGH-FOR 
ME AND FOR 
YOU, BUT... 





















I 
PROMISE 
I WILL 
WILL YOU KEEP YOU 
TRUST ME SAFE. 
AND STICK 






WITH ME? 






















I MEAN AT 
THIS POINT I'D 
BE PRETTY 





SCREWED IF 
YOU REFUSED, 
SO IM KIND OF 
HOPING YOU'LL 
SDY YES. 





2 NG ny] 6 LHAVEA 
’ ; SECRET 
WEAPON. 














































































































IF-YOU: BER one 

WANT-TO. HAS 
FIGHT- DIFFERENT. 

WITH:THAT- TALENTS. 

TATTERED. 

BLADES —s 

















































































































== MAKE UP. 
FORTS. 
WEAKNESS 
WITH OTHER. 
WEAPONS. 








































































































































































AND YOUR — 
STRONGEST 4 
WEAPON... 3 eZ 




















































































































{hi 
on ff 








Pavan A lB YOUR 
Wy SS DETERMINATION 
| IN PROTECTING 
: OTHERS. 


4 ' 


s y att ' i 




































































Za LET THAT 
Use THE = SUSTAIN YOU. 
vo = SWING YOUR 
A RESORT. = : SWORD AND 
S USE YOUR 
S MIND. 

















































































































YOU WILL 
NOW BE 
ABLE TO 
STOCKPILE 
YOUR 


MEAGER 
SPIRITUAL 


YOUR 
SPIRIT 
SCAR. 


EYE. : \\ 
q \: r N 
) » Y)/ MP neni y 


a Y / * . K ; 
wll , aes a 


_~ 








RELEASE IT 
IF YOU FIND 


N THE AMOUNT 

S OF SPIRITUAL 
ENERGY WILL } 

BE NOTHING 


\ 


WWW) 





x 


S 
\ WS 
. z 












































©: 


=_= 


: 


THE SPIRIT 
IS DISTRACTED. 
IF YOU START 


NOW, YOU 
MIGHT BE ABLE 


Fel TO ESCAPE. 





“RRL ginooneepntE 


CAN'T YOU 
USE MY 
SPIRITUAL 


WHAT HE'S 
SUGGESTING 


‘ BUT HIS 
13 SUICIDE... AN SWORD IS 


BROKEN. 


YOU USED 
MY SPIRITUAL 
POWER? 














































































= WITH:YOUR. 





















SPIRITUAL 

WITHOUT POWER, 

ONE ana =| =r M:SURE. 
CAREY [MoTKE, OTF oe -=YOU:COULP. 
ANP “SHAVING YOU MAKE A‘FAR: 

OFF PART CANDO == 8ETTER 

OF YOUR IT CANT ==SWORP. 





SOUL. 















































YOULL 
DIE FOR 
NOTHING! 


= GUARD! 



































I DONT 
KNOW IF THIS 
/3 WHAT My 
SISTER WANTS 
ME TO DO. 

















I IMPOSE 
MYSELF 
WHERE 
I’M NOT 

NEEDED. 








to N 
ye 


\\ Ns pan 
wo 





if 











q 


a 


- in 2 Vr 
= aoe 



































I NEVER WANTED ANYONE TO PROTECT ME. 


DID YOU 

COME TO SHOULD JOIN 
PROTECT ME THE SOCIETY 
OR RECRUIT ARTER YOU 


((\ \y GRADUATE, IT ABOUT You, |} 
bis sore ANN} W\. WAS MORE TRUE MASHIRO. ff 
1 : HANI KNEW.  YOUHAVE ff 

WILL YOu? j ASPECIAL |. 


TALENT. 





4 ‘3 
Pei. i 


I BELIEVED THAT THE ONLY PERSON WHO 


WELL, 
IF YOU'D 

SKIPPED YOUR 

COMMITTEE 
MEETING, NONE 
l:| OF THIG WOULD 
-\ HAVE HAPPENED 

: IN THE FIRST 


GEEZ, 
YOU'RE A ks 
WERE YOU 
THINKING 


BACK 
THERE?! 


IM SO NOT 

USED TO yok y 1 16 
RELYING ON \ VA f Wen 
OTHERS, I : J PI 
CAN'T MAKE 


yallligys, 
\ Y (7) MYSELF BE 





YY SINCERE! 

B= \ | 

Z | INSULTING OR RS 
COMBATIVE! 














| 
Pont 





“LETS STICK 
TOGETHER.” 


NOTHING. 
I LET'S GO 


WOULDN'T 
BUT 
NEXT TIME, 
BE MORE 
CAREFUL. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE 
I'LL LET 
PROTECT 
Me! 


“THANK YOU 
FOR PRO- 
TECTING 
ME.” 





















































WONDER 

IF ItL BE 

ABLE TO 
SAY IT. 





THE STORY OF 


HELL WARDEN HIGUMA OG ZK 
CONTINUES... wy er 
Jp “Ee 


wR 
l 





BONUS MANGA 


WHY YOU 
LOOK 
LIKE YOUR 
FATHER, BUT 
ALSO DON’T 
LOOK LIKE 


r THAT GOOFY 
IT, L CAN'T 
REMEMBER I ON. GRIN KEEPS 
EVER SEEING YOUR FACE 
STERN FROM BEING 
FROM TIME SO HARSH. 
TO TIME. 


THAT'S 
wae 6 7 | NOT EVEN 
A] close To bax |, 
EVER AseRIOUS [> 
FACE, | 





THAT WAS 


THE LIVING 
ROOM, 
SPRAWLED 
OUT AND 


EVERYONE 
HERE A 


IS SLEEPING. 


WELCOME 
BACK, 
AZUMA! 


PASSED OUT 
DRUNK IN THE 


LIVING ROOM, 


§ 


D> 


SE WN QS 





196 


you're WHAAAT 


KIDDING. 


A) WHEN?! 


EVEN WANT 
TO SAY IT... 





THE END 








ere as 
Pais THANK YOU 
ime OR READING! 
BS SEE YOU IN THE 
NEXT VOLUME! 
-NATSUKI HOKAMI 
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AZUMA KAGARITE 
HIGUMA'S FATHER: 


\\ 














LIKE ID 





YOU'RE 
BOTHERING 
THE OTHER 

CUSTOMERS. 


UGH, YOU'RE 
SO ANNOYING! | <> 
STOP CRYING, |g 


THIS IS 
WHy I 
CAN'T 
STAND 
KIDS! 


HARUMA KAGARITE 
HIGUMA’S AUNT 
: AZUMA’S OLDER 
TEACH HIM HE 
CAN WHINE AND SISTER) 


GET WHATEVER 
HE WANTS, I’M 
THE ONE WHO 
HAS TO DEAL 
WITH IT. 


SAID IF 
IT WAS 
UNDER 
3,000 





B-BUT YOU 

PROMISED |: 

YOU'D BUY ja, 
iT FOR 


JUST BUY 
IT ALREADY 
AND KEEP 
HIM QUIET. 


OR DO 
YOU WANT 
ME TO 























ARE YOU ff 7 
BLIND?! NN + \ AND DON'T 
































I7'6 NOT  ) “SMOKE IN 
oe LIT! FRONT OF 
YOU QUIT MY CHILD! 
LOOKING OR INSIDE 
excuses WEN | X eee 
TO LECTURE 
MEP/ 

































IF YOU 
PROMISE 
YOU'LL COME 
WITH ME ON 
MY NEXT JOB, 
TLL BUY YOU 
THE GAME. 










I DON’T 
NEED IT 
THEN. 


THAT MEANS 
YOU HAVE 


wl TS 
BEEN 
GETTING 





THAT'S. = Ys | 
PART OF IT, | 
BUT I MEAN r 
ON A MORE — 
LIKE A FUNDAMENTAL Tr 
PROBLEM LEVEL. —¢ 
WITH HIS 
PERSONALITY, 
MAYBE... 
HM? 
. ~ 
i) 
/ 
IT 
== = STARTED THE 
= = FIRST TIME I 
— BROUGHT HIM 
a Zs ALONG TO 
WATCH ME ON 
= A JOB. 
BUT 
IT'S NOT Me 
LIMITED === 
TO HELL = 
WARDEN = = 
WORK.. /=1 = 
= | 












































|| 
yj 


























































YOU MEAN 














I HAVE TO 
ADMIT I WAS Cours 
SURPRISED YOUR 
BY HOW WORK? 
EXTREME HIS 2 
REACTION 
Was. VII. 




































































































































































THE MORE 
SERIOUS THE 


COMPETITION, 


THE MORE HE 
DISLIKES IT. 


HE'S EVEN 
STOPPED 
WANTING TO 
WATCH TV AT 


LIKE SPORTS 
EITHER, 





HE HATES 
VIOLENCE 
IN ANY 
FORM. 





AN OLDER KID 
WAS BULLYING 
HIM AT SCHOOL, 
AND HE DIDN'T 
EVEN TRY 
TO DEFEND 
HIMSELF 


a 
























HE STILL 
HAS TO 
DO IT, YOU 


IN THE VALLEY 
OF MIST, 
BETWEEN THE 
REALMG... 









I 
THINK ON A 
FUNDAMENTAL 
LEVEL, HE’S 
NOT FIT TO 
BE A HELL 
WARDEN. 


















BUT VIDEO 
GAMES ARE 
FINE? 


HE SAYS 
THEY'RE 
JUST FOR 
FUN, SO 
THEY'RE 

OKAY. 









NO MATTER 
HOW TOUGH 
ABO GOT, 
IT NEVER 
SHOOK HIM. 


“7 YOU WENT \ 
\:{ THROUGH A 
‘| REBELLIOUS 








ONCE FREED, 
THE OLD MAN 
INVOKED A 
SPELL OF THE 
GODDESS... 





WE'RE STILL 
CLEANING UP 
AFTER OUR 
ANCESTOR'S 


FOUR 
HUNDRED 
YEARS 
AGO... 
AN 
ANCESTOR OF 
THE KAGARITE 


FAMILY HELPED 


A SPIRIT KNOWN 
AS “THE OLD 
MAN” BREAK 
OUT FROM 


AND 
RELEASED 
MULTITUDES 
OF FUGITIVE 
SPIRITS THAT 
TERRORIZE 
THE REALM 
OF THE 
LIVING. 





















IF HIGUMA 
RUNS FROM IT, 
HELL BE SENT 
TO HELL WHEN 
HE DIES. 


IF YOU CARE 
ABOUT THE 
; FATE OF YOUR 
YOU'VE GOT SON, AZUMA, 


TO GO WITH —- YOU HAVE ONE 
TOUGH LOVE ROLE... 


AND MAKE HIM 
INTO A HELL 
WARDEN. 

















ITS 
TIME. 
LETS 

GO. 








Be 
aT MTT 























ki. aan 
gn 4S fe 
ZB 


= 


THOSE 
ARE THE 
MERCILESS 
SHACKLES BE AHELL 
THE GREAT O WARDEN, OR 
pea ta BE DAMNED 
TO HELL. 
IO THAT 


Hig GAME 
PIECES IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST 

THE FUGITIVE 
SPIRITS WON'T 
LEAVE THE 
FIELD. 





DON'T 
SMOKE ON 
THE TEMPLE 




















ZI THINK 
YOU GO 
TOO 
FAR/ 





I £03 
THE WATCHED Be IT SURE 
MY DAD 
pe SLICE ONE 1§ 50 
APART. THERE THE FUGITIVE 


ae was BLoop |} —-. \ SPIRITS ARE 


every-  |L-- ~~ 
WHERE. ~: PITIFULS 


HE CRIED 
AND SAID 
HE DIDN’T 
WANT TO 
G0 TO 
HELL. 













DO PEOPLE 
WHO'VE DONE 
BAD THINGS 
REALLY HAVE 
TO BE SENT 
TO HELL? 










IS IT 
REALLY SO 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO FORGIVE 
THEM? 









FIRST OF ALL, 
THERE'S THE 





1 DON’T LIKE 
WATCHING MY 




















: FAMILY DO BUT 
= THAT KIND THAT'S NOT 
OF JOB. WHAT’S ON 
YOUR MIND, 






IS IT? 





I KNOW 


THAT 
\ »MAYBE MAYBE THE 
We CAN Just MAYBE TH 
WOULD HAVE | FORGIVE THEM 
SPIRITS 
TO FIGHT f AND Spy, 
Pra ARE BAD 
; WHAT'S DONE 
THE WORLD Uo ip EvERY- ; aug 
WOULD BE | ONE IN THE 
PEACEFUL. WORLD DID 
THAT FOR 
EVERYONE 
ELSE... 


THAT 

WOULD BE 
BETTER THAN 

BEING 50 
ww lFA f HARSH ABOUT 
FUGITIVE om EVERYTHING... 

SPIRIT HURT SDYING 
YOU OR *YOU 


= SOMEONE CAN'T DO 

COULD YOU |-=. Yams YOU CARED THIS” AND 

STILL SAY ; ABOUT... =|| ‘I. WON'T 

THE SAME =| | FORGIVE 
THAT.” 


INSTEAD OF 
THINKING 
OF HOW I 
COULD PUNISH 
THEM IN 
RETALIATION... 


1‘ MUCH 
RATHER THINK 
es OF HOW 
I COULD 
I KNOW 
PEOPLE FORGIVE 
WHO DO BAD 
THINGS ARE 
THE MOST 
WRONG, 
BUT... 





«WRONG? 


THE BEST 
THING TO 
DO |S TO 
FIND A WAY 
FOR GOOD 
PEOPLE AND 
BAD PEOPLE 
TO MAKE 
FRIENDS. 


- IL DON'T LIKE 
TO SEE MY 
DAD AND MY 
AUNT MAKE 
THE FUGITIVE 
SPIRITS 
SUFFER. 





NOT 
EVERYTHING 
CAN BE SOLELY 
MEASURED AS 
CORRECT OR 
INCORRECT. 


HOLD YOUR 
IDEALS DEEP 
IN YOUR HEART. 
PROTECT 
THEM. 


IF THOSE 
ARE THE IDEALS 
YOU BELIEVE IN, 


THAT'S ALL THAT /- 





WHEN DID 
YOU START 
CALLING 
ME THAT? 





\ 
L\ 
S\ 

KN 


E 
wi NOT THAT 


LONG 
AGO YOU 
WERE STILL 
CALLING ME fu.stilllf 

































































THAT IF I 
4 fi}. CHANGED IT 
S AND... ; UP NOW, IT 
we WOULDN'T BE 
|} .- HE'S ALSO L— SO AWKWARD 
THE ONE WHO TA THAT'S WHEN T HIT 
MAKES US "| RIGHT. ||! PUBERTY. 
HELL WARDENS | 
DO OUR JOB, 
RIGHT? 
YEAH. 
BUT YOU WURRL 
KNOW THAT, | | ve 
SO WHAT'S ‘ 
WITH THE ANY fl 
GREAT KING 
NEON? 4 NG ENMA |S THE ONE 
” v = z WHO SENDS BAD 
A a | tI PEOPLE TO HELL, 
ee ISN'T HEP 































IS THAT 
REALLY 
TRUE? 


















IS 






























pale: ACTUALLY A 
WY ~ 8 fF TREMENDOUSLY 
Mg poe SP VAST SYSTEM 
pee ea he a LCL, STRADDLING THE 
o fe © 4A” LON REALM OF THE 
4 A LIVING AND THE 
SU” REALM OF 
f 7 THE DEAD. 
tf SOULS STAINED 
( A BY EVIL DEEDS ‘ 
/\ ARE SIFTED 
OUT AND SENT 
TO HELL TO BE Bt Ahl d 
PURIFIED. ; 














STRICTLY 
SPEAKING, 
THAT BOY 
ISN'T THE 

GREAT KING 


























y f/ wiz 
t THAT BOY IS \ 
Ua NOTHING BUT |, 
y; A VESSEL, VA 
—— Nf, IMBUED WITH A HI 
=F BAW REAL HUMAN’S / 
TY Hy =) ZEN PERSONALITY. ff 7 














WHAT WE 
: CALL THE 
an praca GREAT KING 
fj | 4 ENMA 
\ COMPREHEND ‘ 


THE GREAT 





NOTHING WILL 
CHANGE HIS 
JUDGMENTS. 


SMILE WILL 
NEVER 


LEAVE HIS 
FACE. 











WHETHER 
HE HAS 
FEELINGS 
OR NOT, 
HE HAS NO 
FREE WILL. 


HE WON'T 
SHED A 
SINGLE TEAR 
FOR US. 


YOUR 
PENANCE 
WILL BE 

OVER. 

YOU'LL ALL 
BE FREE! 


YOU LEND 
ME YOUR 
SUPPORT... 


THE GREAT 
KING ENMA. 











-- HAVE 
YOU MADE 
UP YOUR 
MIND... 





























(A ONE-SHOT) 


The following pages are my debut one-shot manga, Your 
Guardian. Fair warning—this is not connected to the story of 
Hell Warden Higuma. 


This story has been included to make this volume the proper 
length, but if I’m being honest, | really have trouble looking 
back on my previous work, including one that has introduced 
pain into my work on this volume. For the story to be my debut 
work rises to the level of torture... (haha) 


That said, | feel fortunate to have had the support of my readers . 
from this first publication, not to mention my editor at the time, 
who worked hard with me to complete the one-shot. This is a 
piece of work that carries a lot of memories for me. 


Compared to my present efforts, this manga seems rough to 
me, but | hope that you may enjoy reading it. 





